United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Uaited States Patent aad Trademark Ofiice 

Address: COMMlSSiONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O.Box L4S0 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13- 14S0 
www.uspco.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FlUNGDATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO, 



10/087,044 



02/28/2002 



Bob Janssen 



21302 7590 07/03/2006 

KNOBLE, YOSHIDA & DUNLEAVY 
EIGHT PENN CENTER 
SUITE 1350, 1628 JOHN F KENNEDY BLVD 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 



DVME-1020US 



6490 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



UM.KR1SNA 

13 



PAPER NUMBER 



2153 



DATE MAILED: 07/03/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office conMnunication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



KJfTtCG MCUUtt ^Uifititctt y 


Application No. 

10/087,044 


Applicant(s) 
JANSSENETAL 


Examiner 

Krisna Urn 


Art Unit 

2153 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 March 2006 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) EI Claim(s) 1-18 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 3/22/06 
has been entered. And, claims 1-18 are still pending for examination. 

2. Claims 1-18 are still rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fritz [U.S. Patent No. 6.757,679]. 

3. Fritz discloses the invention substantially as claimed. Taking claim 1 as an 
exemplary claim, the reference discloses a method and a system for receiving n 
possible requests sent by p requestors (e.g., see col. 8, lines 1-3, col. 2, lines 48-52) for 
simultaneously processing requests and halting the activity when there are more than a 
maximum number of requests (e.g., see col. 1 (lines 56-58), col. 2 (lines 24-26), last 3 
lines of the abstract). Further, Fritz discloses the feature of maintaining in the multi-user 
system (e.g., workstations, LAN, Internet, etc.) as a variable that can be adjusted (e.g., 
a next-element value of a queue-base pointer that can be set to a value and the next- 
element pointer with added priority that can be set or adjusted, see col. 3, lines 4-42). 

4. While Fritz discloses more than one requesters (e.g., requesters a and ab) that 
can request more than two requests outstanding at a time (e.g., see col, 2, lines 48-52) 
and means for receiving n possible requests send by p requesters (e.g., see col. 8, lines 
1-3), Fritz does not explicitly mention that his requester is a log-on request from a user 
at a terminal. Using a computer tenninal to loa-on to the svstem (e.g., LAN or Internet 
or Intranet, etc.) to access to the system in order to do something, in this case a 
request for something from the system, is well known in the art at the time the Invention 
was made. Moreover, the feature of multi-user computer svstem (e.g.. workstations, 
LAN, Internet, etc.) is also a well known feature in the art. Thus, it would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary sl<ill in the art to recognize that specific request be a user 
would have been a matter of design choice. The key of his teaching Is the use of queue 
for controlling the number of requests concurrently. 

5. As to claim 2, Fritz discloses one request is perfomied when the other has been 
completed (e.g., see 14, the use of queue pointer for control the requests). 

6. As to claims 3 and 1 1 , Fritz discloses each request is assigned a lot at a certain 
position in a waiting queue (assigning priority to the request and placed it in the queue, 
see col. 3 (lines 31-43)). 

7. As to claims 4 and 8, such feature of displaying information to the user would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled In the art at the time the invention was 
made because this is merely showing data on a computer monitor or screen. 

8. As to claim 5, Fritz discloses the feature of removing requests from the waiting 
queue (e.g., see col. 3 , lines 43-55). 

9. As to claim 6, Fritz discloses the feature of continually updated of the request 
and remove from the slot of queue (e.g., see col. 5, lines 33-52). 

10. As to claim 7, Fritz discloses the feature of cancel a request (dequeue, request to 
remove) (e.g., see col. 6 (lines 1-31, 64)). 

11. As to claim 9, Fritz discloses the feature of updating a user session during a 
certain time Interval when the user session has been completed (e.g., see col. 5 (line 
18) to col. 6 (line 68)). 

12. Applicant's arguments filed 3/22/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 
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In the remark applicant substantially argues that: 
a) Fritz does not teach or suggest maintaining the maximum number of 
requests for user sessions that can be processed in the system as a variable that can 
be adjusted. 

b) Fritz does not teach that the creation of a user session is halted when more 
than a maximum number, maintained as a variable which can be adjusted in the multi- 
user computer system. 

1 3. In response to paragraph 12, Fritz clearly discloses the feature of maintaining in 
the multi-user system (e.g., workstations, LAN, Internet, etc.) as a variable that can be 
adjusted (e.g., a next-element value of a queue-base pointer that can be set to a value 
and the next-element pointer with added priority that can be set or adjusted, see col. 3, 
lines 4-42). 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 (three) 
months and 0 (zero) days from the mail date of this letter. Failure to respond within the 
period for response will result In ABANDONMENT of the application (see 35 U.S.C 133, 

M.P.E.P 710.02, 710.02(b)). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Krisna Lim whose telephone number is 571-272-3956 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Wednesday and Friday from 7:30 
AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess, can be reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Kl 

June 25, 2006 




